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Home Snapshot

1 HOMELIFE REPORT: HOME SNAPSHOT

This home provides a good balance of local 
assets, walkable access, transport options 
and a compact, comfortable home. It will 
support an efficient, enjoyable lifestyle and 
ongoing cost savings.

KEY BENEFITS

Great for family, with excellent access to 
schools and open spaces, and transport 
options supporting independent travel for 
young people. 

Great for working, with a high proportion 
of local jobs relative to resident numbers.

Great for walking, with access to a wide 
range of destinations: shops, cafes, parks.

SOME CHALLENGES

Community infrastructure such as meeting 
facilities, halls and childhood nursing are a 
bit more distant, but still within reasonable 
walking distance.

Local cultural and entertainment options 
are quite limited, but good public transport 
provides wider access.

29 Bendall Street Kensington



WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

Walkable access is the foundation for a healthy, connected, 
sustainable life. It supports your local economy, safe and vibrant 
streets, independence for people who don’t drive.

Walking for everyday errands and local destinations such as schools 
and shops, contributes to physical and mental health. It also helps 
you save time and money.

Getting Around
Good choice! This home provides Good/
Excellent access to a range of everyday needs 
and destinations. 

2 HOMELIFE REPORT: GETTING AROUND

HOW THIS IMPACTS YOU  

Park

70m/1 min walk

School

650m/ 8 min walk

Kensington Primary School

Public Transport

Federation Square

25 mins

NEAREST POINTS OF INTEREST

Kensington Linear Reserve

Walking

A high level of walkability provides for easy, fast access to a 
wide range of local facilities, which supports the local 
economy and personal health, and saves time and money.

Transport

Good Public Transport access and services, and excellent 
cycling infrastructure support access for local everyday 
needs and destination-based transport such as work and 
school.

This can lead to big savings in time and money, as shown 
below, and it’s also healthier and can be less stressful than 
driving.

Public Transport

Schools

Parks

Cycling

Walkability

Good ExcellentModerateBasicPoor



3 HOMELIFE REPORT: ENJOYING LIFE

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

Enjoying where you live is essential! This relates to factors such as 
social interaction, entertainment and recreation opportunities, as 
well as comfort in the home, and the quality of local streets and open 
spaces.

Your potential enjoyment relates to many factors, both location-
based and about the dwelling itself.

Community 
Infrastructure

Recreation

Entertainment

Space

Comfort

Good ExcellentModerateBasicPoor

HOW THIS IMPACTS YOU  

Shopping strip

700m/9 min walk

Community

750m/9 min walk

Kensington Town Hall

Café

Octane Kitchen

450m/ 6 min walk

Macaulay Rd, Kensington

NEAREST POINTS OF INTEREST

Social

The walkable neighbourhood means more local people 
using the streets and open spaces, so more potential for 
informal social interaction – a smile, wave and “hello” makes 
a big difference!

Low traffic volumes on your street, means more 
connections and friendships with neighbours.

Facilities

This home provides good access to community 
infrastructure and schools, for recreation and local group 
activities.

Access to a range of open spaces supports recreational 
opportunities – walking, playing, sports and relaxation.

Enjoying Life
Pretty good choice! This compact home is 
well-located to save you money, including 
through transport, energy efficiency and 
health aspects.



WHY THIS IS IMPORTANTBeing Healthy
Great choice! This home and its location 
supports high personal health outcomes, 
through potential for an active, social lifestyle 
and a comfortable living environment.

Where, and how, you live is a big factor in the health of you and your 
family. Keeping active, experiencing nature and interacting socially 
are all ketoy  good health outcomes, and your choice of home affects 
these potentials.

4 HOMELIFE REPORT: BEING HEALTHY

Local traffic 
volumes

Open space 
diversity

Open space quality

Wellbeing services 
and facilities

Health facilities

Good ExcellentModerateBasicPoor

HOW THIS IMPACTS YOU  

Health Food

1.6km/ 21 min walk

Active Open Space

1.1km/ 14 min walk

JJ Holland Park and Skate Park

Fitness Centre

ZAP Fitness

450m / 6 minute walk

NEAREST POINTS OF INTEREST

Organic Whole Foods Kensington

Physical health

Good walkability, cycling infrastructure and local open 
spaces present potential for physical activity – active and 
passive – which supports good health..

Mental health

Residents of walkable neighbourhoods such as this one, 
tend to be socially connected with their communities, 
interact more in streets and open spaces, and so feel less 
isolated or disconnected. This is very important for mental 
health, and feeling part of a community.



5 HOMELIFE REPORT: BEING GREEN

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

Sustainable living is also good for people, and for your finances. It’s
about using less resources, being close to things, and travelling
sustainably.

Sustainable 
transport

Local employment/
education 

Social connections 

Water

Energy 

Good ExcellentModerateBasicPoor

HOW THIS IMPACTS YOU  

Groceries

550m / 8 minute walk

Local employment

1.12 jobs

Per working-age resident

Cycle path

Off-road Shared Path

90m/ 1 min cycle

NEAREST POINTS OF INTEREST

Woolworths, Newmarket Plaza

Being Green
Good choice! This home and its location 
presents opportunities to live efficiently and 
sustainably.

Energy and water

This home has shared walls and floors/walls, which supports 
energy efficiency, and therefore lower energy costs. Good 
solar access will help keep this home warmer in winter, for 
lower heating demands. 

The compact floor area of this home supports lower energy 
costs because there’s less space to heat and cool, and less to 
clean and maintain.

Mobility

The potential to walk, cycle and use Public Transport for 
most travel needs provides opportunities for very green 
living.

Shopping locally is a clear possibility, along with a range of 
other facilities and services in easy reach.

As a result, a household would be expected to own just one 
vehicle, or even no vehicles.



WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

We all want to spend less and live more efficiently. Saving money 
allows us to enjoy our lives more, and to convert costs into savings 
for now and the future.

$4k$2k

 2-car household, limited Public Transport29 Bendall Street

Location with low walkability29 Bendall Street

29 Bendall Street

29 Bendall Street

Medium-large detached house

Outer suburbs, if commuting by PT

$6k $8k $10k $12k $14k

Health

Utilities

Time savings

Transport

7 HOMELIFE REPORT: SAVING MONEY

YOUR POTENTIAL SAVINGS

INDICATIVE COST COMPARISON (ANNUAL)

Annual Savings

Utilities

$1,250

Time

$12,620

Transport

$8,700 

Health*

$3,000

Saving Money
This home presents the potential to save 
substantial amounts compared to other types 
of housing and other locations. 

This home Typical homeCost comparison between your selected home and typical Melbourne home

* For 2 people

Total Savings (Direct Costs)

Total Savings

$12,950 

Accrued over 30 years

$568,540

Including time savings

$1,122,000

Excluding time cost

(Mortgage period) 
at 2.5% interest

At average wage



The assessments and advice in this Report are 
provisional only, and further research and 

investigation is necessary and recommended.

Transport savings

It costs the average Melbourne commuter $12,088 per year 
to own and commute to work by car. 

The annual cost to own and commute with a small car 15km 
each-way five days a week is $10,830. Owning the car but 
commuting by Public Transport saves 
$6,036 or 56%, or $116 per week!

Not owning the car at all saves $8,672 or 80% or $167 per 
week!

The savings from owning one less car than currently (or than 
you might otherwise need) can accrue to over $1million in 
your superannuation over your mortgage period.

Time savings

Utility savings

Walking 2km per day, 5 days per week, can lead to savings 
of up to $1,500/year per person, in health-related costs*.

This home has shared walls and floors/walls, which supports 
energy efficiency, and therefore lower energy costs. 
Estimated saving compared to a detached house: $1,000/
year.

Good solar access will help keep this home warmer in 
winter, for lower heating demands. Estimated energy 
savings: $250/year.

Health savings

HOW THIS IMPACTS YOU

Time saved has a real, tangible value, which can be 
converted into additional time for work, leisure and family.

Factoring in the time costs, the total yearly cost of 
commuting by car in Inner Melbourne (including 
Kensington) is $16,224, compared to the Outer Melbourne 
cost of $24,096. The time factor of these figures (based on 
average wage) is $6,960 or 43% (Inner) and $9,648 or 40% 
(Outer).

The total yearly costs (including time) of commuting by 
Public Transport in Inner Melbourne (including Kensington) 
is $11,856, compared to the Outer Melbourne cost of 
$24,720. The time factor here is $10,080 or 85% (Inner) and 
92% (Inner).

Reduced cleaning and home maintenance time may also 
save money in this home.
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